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40% of all monies raised at St. Leo will stay 
at our parish to support our own projects.

60% will go towards supporting the Legacy 
of Hope Diocesan case elements. 

If  we  surpass  our  campaign  goal,  60%  of 
every dollar raised above our goal will stay 
with St. Leo. 

We are hoping to raise these funds over the 
next  four  years  by  inviting  families  to 
consider pledging to the campaign.

Parish Target: $392,901

Parish Share: $157,160

We are  enthusiastic  about  these  projects  and 
are eager for their fruition. With your support, 
prayers  and  charitable  hearts  you  can  help 
ensure  the  success  of  the  Legacy  of  Hope 
Campaign and make these plans a reality. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayerful  consideration. 
As you make your gift to the campaign please 
remember:

• Pledges  can  be  fulfilled  on  a  monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annual, or annual basis. 

• Pledges are not legally-binding, but rather an 
indication of your giving intention. 

• Contributions  to  the  campaign  are  tax-
deductible as provided by law. 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE!

 

http://stleosparish.org
http://stleosparish.org


The Legacy of Hope Campaign for the Diocese of Worcester and Leo’s will provide us with the opportunity to 
minister to the parishioners and students of our parish and school while attending to their physical and spiritual needs. 
With your help we will make this a loving, comfortable home to receive Catholics from all across Leominster, and 
beyond, for generations to come!

PARISH AIR CONDITIONING #1 

New units will be placed inside our sanctuary for the comfort and health of our church-going community during the 
very warm summer months.
FLEXIBLE SEATING & CLASSROOM FURNITURE FOR ST. LEO SCHOOL #2 

Our teachers have indicated that they would like more options for working in the classroom; these options should 
provide adjustable spaces and/or seating. Some furniture could include high tables with learning stools, floor rockers, 
triangular desks, etc. Furniture like this would be helpful for students who are on the autism spectrum or have other 
special needs in the classroom setting.

OUTREACH #3 

 We see significant need in the Leominster area. The primary way we perform outreach is through our St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. Programs which address hunger and homelessness would remain a priority and will be further funded 
with monies raised from the Legacy of Hope campaign.  

A Little Parish History
 In 1872 Father Foley, of St. Bernard’s in Fitchburg

(acting for Bishop O’Reilly) purchased the 
Methodist colonial church and rectory on Main 
Street and St. Leo’s Parish had its first permanent 
home. Reverend Daniel Shiel became the first 
pastor of St. Leo’s and tended to the needs of the 
community of 65 families who, until then, had been 
meeting in the former Baptist church on the corner 
of Main and Priest Streets.

On September 16, 1900 the corner stone was laid 
for a beautiful, new St. Leo’s. Father Shiel 
attended the cornerstone ceremony, then passed 
away within the week. The new church was 
officially dedicated in April of 1901. Ion his homily 
for the ceremony, Father Donnelly stated, “The 
ceremony in which you take part today is not alone 
of local importance. It is proof that Christ still lives 
and the church he founded continues to fulfill it 
God-given task… This edifice will become for you 
non other than the house of God and the gate of 
heaven.

St. Leo then added to its dedication to the 
Leominster community by offering Catholic 
education to the children of the church. A small, 
eight-room building was first constructed in 1925 
under the supervision of Father Toher. After 
several additions to the building, in August of 1954, 
Msgr. Kennedy completed construction and 
performed the dedication of an additional, six-room 
school and auditorium.

Today, St. Leo’s Church, is a thriving community 
with over half a dozen ministries serving youth and 
adults and a Catholic school. St. Leo has the 
honor of being called a “mother church”, having 
preceded and help form several other churches in 
the city of Leominster. As we prepare to take part 
in the Diocese of Worcester’s Legacy of Hope 
campaign, we are reminded of the words shared in 
St. Leo’s centennial memorial book, “As you look 
ahead…you are confident that there will always be 
loyal parishioners who will work zealously for the 
glory of God and that God will continue to shower 
His blessings upon St. Leo’s.”

MINISTRY EDUCATION & ENRICHMENT #4 

We would like to offer quality enrichment and education to our liturgical ministers, RCIA team members and other 
parish volunteers. Setting aside some funds for speakers or programs that would educate and enrich our volunteers 
would be beneficial to St. Leo’s.
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